Defining the church

2.  “THE  PERSON, PRESENCE AND POWER OF GOD”

Study Guide for June 10-11 2006                                                                                                                                               Scripture: Acts 2: 1-35

Theme:  When God assigns a great task, He supplies great power!

Read It:

   The Church has fallen on hard times these days.  When you ask secular people—people with little or no religious background—what they think about the church,  all too often the response is negative.  “It’s a religious club full of hypocrites”…”All they want is your money”…”Don’t give me churchianity, just Christianity”…”I don’t need some church to tell me how to talk to God.”

    So, what is the church?   How did it start?  Why does it exist?  Do we have to belong to some church to be saved?  These are great questions that often result in spirited debates.  But what does the Bible say about the church?

    As we continue our study of Acts, we reflect on the words of the resurrected Jesus who promised “power”—power of the Holy Spirit so that fully devoted followers of Jesus could accomplish a task.  This tells us that the church is God’s idea, whom He has entrusted with—and commissioned to tell the whole world how sinful people can come into a right relationship with a Holy God.  The church, consisting of broken, sinful, rebellious and hurting people are to be witnesses to other broken, sinful, rebellious and hurting people of how God’s grace, love, power and forgiveness can give them wholesome new and eternal lives.

    In this study section, we discover that when God assigns a great task, He supplies His witnesses—the church—with great power.  As His fully devoted followers we have the person, presence and power of God in us to accomplish what he has for us!

KNOW:
1 What is the significance of the day being celebrated and who was gathered together? Lev. 23:15; Acts1:12-15; 2:1
2 What remarkable event took place at this time and what visible manifestations accompanied it?  Acts 2: 2-12
· In light of Jesus commission in Acts 1:8, why would the sign given in Acts 2: 4,        8, 11 be of great comfort to the disciples?
3 How does Peter explain to the people the events taking place before their eyes?            Acts 2:14-24

· Quoting from the prophet Joel, to what prophetic fulfillment does Peter refer?

4 What does Peter seek to prove about David and about Jesus in His argument in Acts 2:25-35?
BE:

1    Why is it important that we (individually and the church) understand the person and power  of the Holy Spirit? Jn. 14:25-26; 15:26-27; 16:12-15; Rom. 8:9; I Cor. 12:4, 11

2.   What is the task of our church and how does the presence and power of the Holy Spirit    enable you to get out of your comfort zone to participate in this task?
3     How have you been changed by the presence of the Holy Spirit in your life?

DO:

1    What can you do each day to invite the Holy Spirit to use you? 

2   Using Peter’s task as a model, what could you say to someone to see God’s perspective on their issues in life?
